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Metro Denver Nature Alliance

Connecting Communities. Championing Nature. 
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Growth of the Alliance



In support of our mission & vision, Metro DNA performs three mutually reinforcing 

roles.

CONNECT CHAMPION
BUILD 

CAPACITY

Core Roles



Metro DNA’s Vision & Mission

Align nature-based efforts to ensure more equitable access to nature and to 

promote healthy people, communities, and natural places. 

Through shared visioning and sustained collaborations, we work for a future when:

● Residents have equitable access to nature meaningful to them.

● Communities integrate nature to promote healthy, active residents.

● The region protects, restores, and stewards natural systems that support 

people, wildlife, and ecological function.

Shared Mission



Core Values
These principles guide our collaborative work

● Diversity, equity, and inclusion: All people deserve equitable access to nature meaningful to them. 

We actively integrate DE&I into our work and promote best practices among partners.

● Support: We will work together to build partner capacity and create a positive return on investment 

for all partner contributions.

● Amplify: By championing the work of partners, Metro DNA – its staff, standing committees, and 

partners – seeks to highlight the importance of diverse nature-based efforts.

● Open and transparent: Through open and transparent communication, we promote active 

participation and the building of new networks among all partners.

● Knowledge-based: We authentically integrate the expertise of a range of advisors, including 

technical scientific advisors, as well as on-the-ground community leaders.



Equity Principles and Commitments
These principles guide our collaborative work

Reducing Institutional Barriers

Mutual Respect of Diverse Ways of Being, Knowing, and Experiencing

Recognizing Dynamics of Power and Privilege

Supporting Representation

Access

Collection, Use, and Dissemination of Data

To achieve our shared vision, it is vital that Metro Denver residents have equitable opportunities to access 

nature through recreation, education, conservation, and other ways that are meaningful to them. Metro 

DNA aspire to recognize, celebrate, enhance, and protect the diversity of environments, communities, and 

people comprising the Metro Denver Area. We are committed to diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) and 

integrating DEI principles into all Metro DNA efforts. We believe that individuals with unique voices and 

viewpoints must be heard and honored in meaningful, substantive ways. 



Metro DNA Partners



Become a Metro DNA Partner
Metro DNA is a partner-supported coalition that is sustainable through the 
payment of dues. This allows Metro DNA to support your important work 
while not competing for scarce funding.

Partner benefits = connections, mission alignment and context within a 
shared vision, increased capacity, expanded reach, and leveraged resources.

Outcomes = more equitable access to nature, healthier people and places.

www.metrodna.org/join



This model works!



Organizational Structure



Standing Committees
Communications

Fundraising

Equity

Partner Outreach

Programs

www.metrodna.org/about/standing-committees
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Collaborative Projects

Critical to the foundation of Metro DNA, The Trust for Public Land worked with 

stakeholders to create a story map of partner projects and perspectives and a 

spatial analysis of ecological and social values. These related products explore 

and highlight opportunities to connect people and nature. 



Collaborative Projects
Nature Narratives

This inaugural, collaborative project provides an 

opportunity for partner organizations to:

● Elevate our work and the ways we are 

promoting healthier people, communities, and 

natural places in metro Denver.

● Help us define a shared story of our ongoing 

efforts to make the metro Denver region a 

thriving place for people and for nature.

“Stories are a type of structured 
narrative that help an audience of 
consumers, readers, or listeners 

process and remember 
information.” Roger Schank

“Maybe stories are just data with 
a soul.” - Brene Brown



Collaborative Projects
Regional Vision for People + Nature

Building on work in 2016-17 with the Trust for Public 

Land and other regional planning activities, Metro 

DNA is seeking to fill the gap in regional 

environmental and conservation planning AND 

IMPLEMENTATION of those plans. 



Collaborative Projects
Earth Day of DU-ing

We think Earth Day is a great time to rally 

people to do something impactful for their 

community. The University of Denver Center 

for Sustainability, Center for Community 

Engagement and Service Learning, DU Alumni 

Engagement, and the Metro Denver Nature 

Alliance have paired up to create an awesome 

opportunity to do just this.

https://www.facebook.com/events/298900437472134/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/298900437472134/


Collaborative Projects
City Nature Challenge

Cities around the world will be competing to 

see who can make the most observations of 

nature, find the most species, and engage the 

most people in the 2019 City Nature Challenge.

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-natur

e-challenge-2019-boulder-denver-metro-area 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2019-boulder-denver-metro-area
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2019-boulder-denver-metro-area


Collaborative Projects
Metro DNA and SouthWest Denver 

Coalition are joining forces to host 

Safe Summer Kick Off on  Get 

Outdoors Day, Saturday, June 8, 

2019, at Garfield Lake Park from 

10am to 3pm. This free, 

family-friendly event is designed to 

promote access to healthy and safe 

outdoor spaces, support 

under-resourced communities, and 

celebrate nature exploration.

https://www.metrodna.org/ssko-go/ 

https://www.metrodna.org/ssko-go/


Become a Metro DNA Partner
Metro DNA is a partner-supported coalition that is sustainable through the 
payment of dues. This allows Metro DNA to support your important work 
while not competing for scarce funding.
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