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Execu t i ve Sum m ar y
The Youth Advisory Council for the South Platte River originated 
in the TRIO Upward Bound 2019 summer program run by 
Colorado State University. This council consists of culturally 
diverse seniors and juniors from Denver Public Schools: Bruce 
Randolph High School, John F. Kennedy High School, and 
Abraham Lincoln High School, who want to advocate for the 
restoration and maintenance of the South Platte River. 

The South Platte influences a large portion of the Globeville and 
Elyria-Swansea neighborhoods, where most of these students 
live. The goal of these students is to advise as many stakeholders 
as possible, such as government figures, local community 
members, and educational figures to learn from the past, join 
the environmental cause, and take action now to ensure a 
healthy future. These students are starting up locally, by 
economically and culturally uplifting minority groups and 
individuals who normally don?t get the choice to vote for 
environmental issues like this one. 

< Figure 1: The Sout h Plat t e River  runs t hrough t he 
hear t  of  Denver . (Phot o: Google Ear t h)
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The South Platte River is one of the two principal tributaries of 
the Platte River. The river serves as one of the principal sources 
of water for the Front Range of Colorado. The river covers 439 
miles, and provides water to everyone in the watershed, 
including wildlife, agriculture, and the cities of Denver, Greeley, 
North Platte, Ogallala, Cheyenne, Fort Morgan, Sterling, Fort 
Lupton, Brighton, and Brush. 

The Youth Advisory Council for the South Platte River originated 
in the TRIO Upward Bound 2019 
Summer Program run by Colorado 
State University. This council consists 
of culturally diverse seniors and juniors 
from Denver Public Schools: Bruce 
Randolph High School, John F. Kennedy 
High School, and Abraham Lincoln 
High School, who want to advocate for 
the restoration and maintenance of 
the South Platte River. The South Platte 
influences a large portion of the 
Globeville and Elyria-Swansea 
neighborhoods, where many of these 

students live. The goal of these students is to advise as many 
stakeholders as possible, such as government figures, local 
community members, and educational figures to learn from the 
past, join the environmental cause, and take action now to 
ensure a healthy future. These students are starting up locally, by 
economically and culturally uplifting minority groups and 
individuals who normally don?t get the choice to vote for 
environmental issues like this one. 

As the years go by, these young advocates hope to inspire large 
crowds to make their movement a national phenomenon that 
could potentially resolve water conflicts and preserve this finite 
resource that becomes more sacred each day. 

< Figure 2: The Sout h Plat t e inf luences a large por t ion of  
t he Globevil le and Elyr ia-Swansea neighborhoods, 
where m any of  t he st udent  aut hors of  t h is Sourcebook 
l ive. (Phot o: Flick r , Mr . TinDC)

1.In tr oduct ion

The goal  i s for  the You th  

Adv i sor y Coun ci l  to 

adv i se as m an y 

stak ehol der s as possi bl e 

to l ear n  f r om  the past , 

joi n  the en v i r on m en tal  

cause, an d  tak e act i on  

n ow  to en su r e a heal thy 

fu tu r e.
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In partnership with our community and others we can rejuvenate 
the health of South Platte River. Increasing both money and 
people resources would positively impact the river. This work 
would serve the river by helping to make it swimmable, fishable, 
and drinkable in a healthy way. 

We made decisions and deliberated as if we were the South 
Platte Youth Advisory Council. Accordingly, as the South Platte 
Youth Advisory Council we propose and identify the following:  

 
M i ssi on  Statem en t

Empower our community to heal past generations, provide for 
present generations, and ensure the livelihood of future 
generations by protecting the health of the South Platte River.

M otto 

Learn with us. Clean with us. Save with us.

Stak ehol der s of  the Sou th  Pl at te Ri ver

- Denver Parks and Recreation
- City and County of Denver
- Globeville and Elyria-Swansea Neighborhood 
- Denver Water
- Denver Public Schools
- Waste Water Treatment Plant 
- Residents
- Colorado State University
- Homeless population
- Industry (Purina Dog Chow plant and others)
- National Western Center
- News/Media
- Wildlife
- Colorado Department of Transportation
- Stockshow
- Libraries

Pr i or i ty  Stak ehol der s

- Globeville and Elirya-Swansea 
Residents

- Denver Water
- Denver Public Schools
- Residents (General)
- City and County of Denver
- Colorado State University
- National Western Center
- Wildlife

Pr esen t  Issues i n  the Sou th  Pl at te Ri ver  

- Contamination - pollution, trash, E. 
coli, smell

- Habitat loss - aquatic insects and fish 
(temp, oxygen)

- Impervious surfaces - polluted 
stormwater

- Neglect - political, communal, 
commercial, biological, 
tourism/recreation, economic, 
resources

- Lack of education and public 
knowledge; Lack of funds for 
education

- Lack of interest - disconnect between 
nature and individuals

- Vulnerable community - 
gentrification, industrialization, lack 
of resources

^ Figure 3: The South Plat te River provides diverse opportunit ies for 
people, including fishing.

^  Figure 4: Stakeholder influence and potent ial relevance and impact   
on the proposed  Youth Advisory Council for the South Plat te River. 
While wildlife have great  relevance to the proposed effort , they have 
lit t le influence over it .  While  CSU and the Nat ional Western Center 
also have considerable relevance,  on the other hand they have 
greater potent ial influence. (Source:TRIO Upward Bound  2019 
Summer Program)
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^ Figure 7: The amount  of water available in the river in the 
future will impact  wildlife, like this  female American kest rel 
get t ing ready to fly. (Photo: Flickr, Tony's Takes, 
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0))

> Figure 8:  Reducing waste going into the river is an important  
aspect  of taking responsibility and increasing the enjoyment  of 
the river. (Photo: Flickr, RaeBerlin,  NonCommercial-NoDerivs 
2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) )

2.
The proposed Youth Advisory Council for 
the South Platte River addresses the 
following values: 

- Climate Act ion and Responsibility
- Health of the River
- Diverse Voices & Communit ies
- Authent ic Partnerships

Values and Guiding Pr inciples 

Value: Clim at e Act ion 
and Responsibil i t y

Problem : The am ount  of  wat er  
available t o us w il l  decrease 
signif icant ly in t he com ing years 
due t o decreased snowpack  and 
alt ered weat her  pat t erns. This w il l  
im pact  hum an, anim al, plant , and 
environm ent al healt h. 

Guiding Pr inciples

- Increase reforest at ion
- Pr ior it ize wat er  ef f iciency 

and conservat ion
- Advance corporat e 

responsibil i t y
- Reduce wast e int o t he r iver

^ Figure 5: The river's problems affects plants, aquat ic organisms, 
terrest rial animals, microbes, and even humans

< Figure 6:  South Plat te River Trail . Developing a shared vision of 
a healthy South Plat te River could help make it  swimmable and 
fishable (Photo: Flickr, Susan Smith, NonCommercial- NoDerivs 
2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0))

Value: Healt h of  t he 
River

Problem : Pollut ion and 
overexploit at ion of  t he Sout h 
Plat t e River  has com prom ised 
m any habit at s t hat  t he r iver  
provides. This af fect s plant s, 
aquat ic organism s, t er rest r ial 
anim als, m icrobes, and even 
hum ans.

Guiding Pr inciples

- Develop a shared vision of  
a healt hy Sout h Plat t e 
River

- Com m it  t o m ake t he Sout h 
Plat t e River  sw im m able 
and f ishable

- Advocat e for  change 
t hrough int er -generat ional 
public educat ion
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^ Figure 11: There is power in working together through 
authent ic partnerships.

> Figure 12: Healing the South Plat te River will require a 
unified effort  to understand its t remendous resources. (Photo: 
Marisol Lopez)

Value: Aut hent ic and 
Sym biot ic Par t nerships

Problem : The com m unit ies, 
com m it t ees, and decision-m ak ing 
bodies t hat  are t rying t o heal t he 
Sout h Plat t e River  are not  connect ed. 
This lack  of  collaborat ion prom ot es 
personal agendas and prevent s 
m ut ual underst anding. Money has 
becom e m ore valuable t han t he 
environm ent  t o t he people who have 
t he power  t o f ix t h is issue.

Guiding Pr inciples

- Use a unif ied ef for t  in healing 
t he Sout h Plat t e: We are all in 
t h is t oget her  

- Be responsible and 
account able

- Underst and t hat  we are all 
equal, regardless of  dif ferent  
capacit ies and inf luences

Value: Diverse Voices & 
Com m unit ies

Problem :Ignored com m unit ies 
have long been denied a voice 
regarding environm ent al im pact s 
due t o inst it ut ional racism , 
econom ic dispar it y, classism , 
environm ent al and social 
in just ice, cit izenship st at us, and 
lack  of  respect  for  t he language 
and cult ural diversit y w it h in t he 
com m unit ies.

Guiding Pr inciples

- Put  t he com m unit y f ir st
- List en t o local voices 

before reaching out  t o 
ot her  par t ners and project  
planning

- Respond in a t im ely and 
appropr iat e m anner  
com m unit y needs 

- Pr ior it ize equal access t o 
inform at ion in m ult iple 
languages

- Em brace inclusivit y

 Figure 9:  Ignored communit ies have long been denied a voice 
regarding environmental impacts and yet  they have lots to 
contribute to the conversat ion.

< Figure 10:  Water is a great  unifier. (Photo: Flickr,  Cowecide, 
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) )
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3.
Following our values and guiding principles, 
we developed preliminary solut ions to 
address key issues affect ing the South Platte 
River and its users. 

1. Develop a South Platte River 
Campaign with Denver Parks and 
Recreat ion to reduce carbon 
emissions, increase restorat ion and 
the sense of community, and reduce 
dog waste into the South Platte River. 
Target Audience: Homeless People, 
Bikers. 

2. Partner with programs for youth on probat ion to be 
able to complete their community service hours by 
contribut ing solut ions and part icipat ing in service 
projects that help restore and maintain the South 
Platte River. With this program, youth will be 
educated and will enjoy exploring beyond their 
current knowledge. 

3. Partner with science teachers from Denver Public 
Schools District  to develop a South Platte River 
Service program where students can do service 
projects to protect and restore the South Platte and 
earn and apply a maximum of twenty semester 
hours (2 units) of community-based experience 
toward their high school graduation requirements.

4. Propose Amendment/s to improve the current no 
dumping laws that apply to the South Platte River.

5. Host an Annual River Fest ival, sponsored by the 
City and County of Denver to publicize  the health of 
the South Platte River.

Prototype 
Solut ions 

< Figure 16, 17, 18: Partnering with Denver science 
teachers could allow  students to do service projects to 
protect  and restore the river.

Figure 19: The homeless are one target  audience in 
improving the river corridor. (Photo: Flickr,  Fuzzy 
Gerdes, 2.0 Generic (CC BY 2.0)

6. Advance access to healthy fresh food, economic 
development, and water educat ion through a 
Healthy Rivers Healthy Food Trucks program for 
the South Platte River corridor.  

7. Develop partnership-building and 
partnership-enrichment programs through service 
projects that restore the South Platte River and 
bring communit ies to the River. 

8. Develop a South Platte River program for 
homeless people that provides a greenhouse, jobs, 
and healthy food for the homeless populat ion.

9. Develop a South Platte River bike program that 
increases the connect ivity between all Denver city 
parks. 

10. Increase trash cans and recycling in urban parks to 
reduce waste into the South Platte River. 

11. Develop a Dog Waste Reduct ion Program for the 
South Platte River. 

^ Figure 13: Access to healthy fresh food, economic 
development , and water educat ion could be advanced 
through a Healthy Rivers Healthy Food Trucks program . 
(Photo: Jose Olivo)

^  Figure 14: Amendments could be proposed to improve 
the current  no dumping laws.

>Figure 15:    (Photo: Flickr,  Fuzzy Gerdes, 2.0 Generic 
(CC BY 2.0)
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A.
Colorado Youth Advisory Council

Mission Statement: 

The mission of the council has been to examine, evaluate and discuss the 
issues, interests and needs affect ing Colorado youth now and in the future. 
They also try to formally advise and make recommendations to elected 
officials regarding those issues to find logist ical solut ions.

Governance Structure: 

COYAC is intended to be a youth-led Council. The Council elects a Youth 
Co-Chair, Youth ViceChair, Secretary, and Treasurer who serve with a 
Legislat ive Co-Chair and Legislat ive Vice-Chair to lead the Council. Engaged 
Public (EP) supports the youth within the framework out lined by the 
enabling legislat ion, which provides guidance for leadership and structure. 
EP also develops a work plan, and provides the content for annual reports 
and the COYAC website.

The Council is made up of 40 young people, represent ing Colorado?s 35 state 
senate districts, and five at-large seats. These students have an interest in 
learning more about public policy, state government and are passionate 
about making a difference in their community and their state.?

Denver Dist rict  At torney?s Youth Advisory Council 

Mission Statement: To discuss issues regarding juvenile just ice, 
youth-centered public safety and ways to improve the system.

Values: 

- Integrity
- Respect
- Quality
- Community Safety
- Support Vict ims of Crime 
- Transparency and Accountability
- Innovat ion

Governance Structure: Program Administrator will pick 14-20 diverse 
applicants who represent the community to serve on the council. The 
council will provide input needed to assist  the District  Attorney in 
priorit izing resources, target ing areas, and implementing strategies to 
achieve the council?s goal of smarter juvenile just ice and enhanced public 
safety. The council will meet monthly.

Funding: The City and County of Denver, Denver City Court and The U.S. 
Treasury 

Appendix: Sam ple Youth Advisory 

< Figure 20: Partnering with dog owners could help 
reduce the impact  of dog waste on the river.
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B.Appendix: UB17 Letter  of Suppor t 
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The You th  Adv i sor y Coun ci l  for  the Sou th  Pl at te 

Ri ver  or i gi n ated  i n  the TRIO Upw ar d  Boun d  2019 

Sum m er  Pr ogr am  r un  by Col or ado State 

Un i ver si ty. Th i s coun ci l  con si sts of  cu l tu r al l y  

d i ver se sen i or s an d  jun i or s f r om  Den ver  Publ i c 

School s: Br uce Ran dol ph  H i gh  School , John  F. 

K en n edy H i gh  School , an d  Abr aham  Li n col n  H i gh  

School , w ho w an t  to advocate for  the r estor at i on  

an d  m ai n ten an ce of  the Sou th  Pl at te Ri ver . The 

Sou th  Pl at te i n f l uen ces a l ar ge por t i on  of  the 

Gl obev i l l e an d  El yr i a-Sw an sea n ei ghbor hoods, 

w her e m ost  of  these studen ts l i ve. The goal  of  these 

studen ts i s to adv i se as m an y stak ehol der s as 

possi bl e, such  as gover n m en t  f i gu r es, l ocal  

com m un i ty  m em ber s, an d  educat i on al  f i gu r es to 

l ear n  f r om  the past , joi n  the en v i r on m en tal  cause, 

an d  tak e act i on  n ow  to en su r e a heal thy fu tu r e. 

These studen ts ar e star t i n g up l ocal l y , by 

econ om i cal l y  an d  cu l tu r al l y  up l i f t i n g m i n or i ty  

gr oups an d  i n d i v i dual s w ho n or m al l y  don ?t  get  the 

choi ce to vote for  en v i r on m en tal  i ssues l i k e th i s 

on e. 

The TRIO Upw ar d  Boun d  Pr ogr am  at  Col or ado State Un i ver si ty

The TRIO Upward Bound program  at  CSU is a federally-funded grant  sponsored by t he Depar t m ent  of  
Educat ion. UB Par t icipant s receive one-on-one m ent or ing f rom  professional st af f  advisors t o guide t hem  
t hrough post -secondary adm ission and f inancial aid processes.

Upward Bound focuses on ident ifying qualif ied yout h who are low-incom e and pot ent ial f ir st -generat ion 
college st udent s in order  t o suppor t  and encourage t hem  in pursuit  of  post -secondary enrollm ent .  St af f  
assist  h igh school st udent s in developing academ ic, social, and leadership sk il ls in order  t o prepare t hem  for  
post -secondary r igors, success, and graduat ion.
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